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CONNOISSEUR, modern French Connaisseur: "one who knows"; a
judge of fine points, chiefly in connection with wine and the arts;
may be blind to larger values; obsolete. The Italian Cognoscente,
usually in the plural Cognoscenti, is also archaic.
CRITERION (Greek), CRITERIUM (Latin), pi. CRITERIA: test,
gauge, standard, by which a thing is judged. Measurement is effected
by means of units; judgment by means of criteria (Standard may be
used in both cases). A rule or law defines a criterion, but is not
itself the criterion. A Shibboleth (q.v.) is a purely formal and
superficial criterion.

CRITICISM: process of examining, discriminating; appraising, evaluat-
ing; judging. Only incidentally: carping, fault-finding, (a) Literary
Criticism: gauging communication between author and public;
(b) Scientific Criticism: fact-finding, elucidating; (c) Dogmatic
Criticism: judging in the name of a doctrine; (d) Pragmatic Criti-
cism: registering public taste; (e) Impressionistic Criticism: regis-
tering personal taste.

CRYPTIC: with a hidden meaning, hard to decipher.
CRYPTO-: concealed; e.g., crypto-drama, drama under the form of a

novel.

CULTURE: (a) refinement, admission to the ranks of the connoisseurs;
(b) erudition in artistic and literary matters; "getting to know the
best which has been thought and said"; (c) an inward process, libera-
tion from inferiority complexes, consciousness coupled with ease.
DANDYISM: foppishness raised to the level of a doctrine and an art;
elegance as a sign of exquisite refinement (Byron, Beau Brummell,
Musset, Disraeli, Count d'Orsay).
DANTESQUE, cf. Adjectives.

DECADENCE: decline in vitality, artistic or moral; increasing refine-
ment of the form when the spirit is gone.

DECADENT-ISM: the glorying consciousness of decadence (sheer per-
versity, or self-defense, or love of excessive refinement); the neo-
barbarians may call Decadent anything that is not crude or brutal.
DEUS EX MACHINA (Horace): Lit.1 a god out of a (stage) machine;
illogical intervention of some external power in the development
of the plot: disease, accident, unexpected return, as Deus ex macfana.
DILETTANTE, plural Dilettanti, Ital.: lit., those who take pleasure in
art or literature; usually connotes indifference to all other values,
and little seriousness even in artistic interests. Cf. amateur, connois-
seur.
1 Literally.